
Introduction of Ecological 
Site Descriptions and their 

Component Parts  
 

Homer Sanchez 
Rangeland Management Specialist 

National Grazing Lands Technology Team 

Fort Worth, TX 

USDA-NRCS 



Ecological Site 

Product of all the environmental factors 
responsible for its development. 
 
 

– Soils 
– Topography 
– Climate 
– Hydrology 
– Vegetation 
– Natural Disturbances 

• Animal Community 
• Fire Regime 

 
 















Ecological Site Description 
Components 

• Plant Communities 
– Ecological Site Dynamics 

• Narrative Description 
• State and Transition Model 

– Narrative 
– Diagram 

 

Deep Redland Ecological Site - Draft

MLRA 81C







Supporting the STM 

• Reference State 

• Alternative Community Phases 

• At-Risk Community discussions 

• Triggers and drivers 

• Threshold discussions 

• Restoration activities to a previous state 

• Management and disturbances discussion 

 

 



















            Ecological Site Description 
 
• Ecological Site Characteristics 

– Physiographic Features 
– Climatic Features 
– Water Features 
– Soils 

• Plant Communities 

•Site Interpretations 
•Supporting Information 



Ecological Site Interpretations 
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